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perform the ordinary duties of a " middy/' exclaimed: " Well does Great
Britain merit the empire of the sea, when the humblest stations in her navy
are supported by princes of the blood/'

The country went wild with delight when Rodney and the prince came to
London in 1780: the fruits of the victory off St Vincent were sweetened by
the knowledge that the king's son had fought alongside his father's humbler
subjects. The boy presented the king with the flag of the captured Spanish
admiral, and with the aid of a plan drawn by himself explained the dispositions
at " the Rock." George III. was naturally very proud of his sailor son:
he took him to Drury Lane to see The Tempest; and beamed with delight at
the rousing reception which the boy received from the pit and gallery.

For the next eighteen months H.M.S. Prince George was in home waters,
and the prince was frequently ashore. Like all sailors he made the most of
his shore leaves ; and his father was greatly troubled by the stories of his wild
exploits. Actually, the boy seems to have been singularly free from vice: it
is true that he got drunk, and had a girl; but his behaviour was not worse
than that of his youthful ^companions ; and he was as pleased as Punch when
his ship was ordered to Gibraltar with stores for the garrison. In September
1781 he crossed the north Atlantic to New York; and in the following spring
was nearly captured by Washington's agents. In April he was transferred to
H.M.S. Barfleur, Sir Samuel Hood's flagship, and in the autumn went into
West Indian waters.

It was probably during his stay at New York that the prince came in contact
with Captain Horatio Nelson of H.M.S. Albemarle; and they renewed their
acquaintance later in the West Indies. The future victor of Trafalgar quickly
recognised the young man's naval worth: there is no ground for supposing
that his opinion was determined by a desire to curry favour in the eyes of the
young prince. "He is a seaman, which you could hardly suppose," wrote
Nelson. " He will be a disciplinarian, and a strong one. He says he is deter-
mined every person shall ^erve his time before they shall be provided for, as he
is obliged to serve his. . . . With the best temper and great good sense, he
cannot fail of being pleasing to everyone." Nelson accompanied the prince
when he went on H.M.S. Fortune to Havana, where he was given a royal
reception.

The war ended, and ships were paid off. Prince William on reaching England
in June 1783 found that his father had arranged for him to accompany his
elder brother Frederick on a grand tour in Germany and Italy. From a parental
point of view the grand tour was not a success : the brothers were soon involved
in all sorts of scrapes; and when they returned home in 1785 the king lost no
time in sending William back to sea. He passed his lieutenant's examination,
and was posted to H.M.S. Hebe: she was commanded by Captain Edward